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SYDNEY WORLD CONGRESS HIGHLY 
SUCCESSFUL 
Over 130 accounting academics from 14 
countries gathered in Sydney, Australia 
this past August to convene the Fifth 
World Congress of Accounting Historians. 
The United States, Australia, Japan and 
Italy sent the largest delegations. Other 
countries with representatives included 
Great Britain, New Zealand, Finland, 
Spain, Canada, Norway, Hungary, 
Sweden, Poland and China. Most 
delegates found the Congress quite in-
spirational, perhaps because of the 
presence of such luminaries as Sydney's 
own Ray Chambers and Murray Wells and 
individuals of similar stature from other 
nations. Professor Chambers attended 
every session and his encouragement of 
younger scholars was appreciated by all in 
attendance. This also marked the first 
Congress attended by a professor from the 
Peoples Republic of China, in the person 
of Professor Guo of Wuhan University, 
the most renowned accounting academic 
in China. 
Editors of various accounting journals 
were much in evidence. At least seven 
editors were in attendance and at times 
seemed to be vying for submissions of the 
best conference papers. Again, the 
presenters benefited from the availability 
of this expertise. 
An international conference such as the 
continued on page 20 
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SCENES FROM SYDNEY 
Gary Previts (Case Western) serves Ray Chambers 
(University of Sydney) a cup of Cocoa. Paul Garner (University of Alabama), Gary Previts (Case Western), Lee Parker (Flinders University), 
and Finley Graves (University of Mississippi) wait 
for a bus back to the Koala Hotel. As is evident by 
Paul Garner's overcoat, it was winter "down under." 
Academy past presidents Richard Vangermeersch (University of Rhode Island) and Al Roberts (Georgia State 
University) stand on either side of Dale Flesher (University of Mississippi) who bravely holds a live koala. The 
three humans were visiting a wild game park outside of Sydney. 
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SCENES FROM SYDNEY 
Speakers at the plenary sessions at the Fifth World Congress of Accounting Historians 
included Tom Johnson (USA), Ray Chambers (Australia), Guo Daoyang (China), Alicja 
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SCENES FROM SYDNEY 
Academy President Dale Flesher (University of 
Mississippi) confers with Ray Chambers (University 
of Sydney). 
Three Aussies, James Guthrie (University of New 
South Wales), Michael Gaffikin (University of 
Wollongong), and Ross Stewart (Seattle Pacific 
University), discuss whether Sydney will recover from 
the invasion of foreign accounting historians. 
At the time this picture was snapped, Gary Previts (Case Western Reserve University), 
Ed Peragallo (Holy Cross), and Guiseppe Galassi (University of Parma) were discussing 
the fact that Peragallo was celebrating his 80th birthday at the Congress. It was also the 
50th anniversary of Peragallo's Classic book on accounting history. 
The Accounting Historians Notebook, Fall, 1988 19 
4
The Accounting Historians Notebook, Vol. 11 [1988], No. 2, Art. 1
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/aah_notebook/vol11/iss2/1
Sydney: continued from page 1 CALL FOR PAPERS 
one in Sydney gives researchers the oppor-
tunity to learn of others working in their 
field of interest. Many of the delegates 
believed that they were the sole researchers 
in their specific fields of interest, only to 
learn that others in Poland, China, 
Australia, or elsewhere were working in 
similar areas. In this respect, the delegates 
became appreciative of how small our 
world really is and how similar accounting 
is from one culture to another. 
Americans accustomed to attending on-
ly American Accounting Association 
meetings would have been surprised at 
how scholarly the Congress participants 
were. Virtually every delegate attended a 
session every hour, and there was spirited 
discussion following the presentations, 
and that discussion centered around the 
papers presented — not recruiting and job 
hunting. In essence, the Congress was the 
type of scholarly meeting that 
nonacademics probably imagine all 
academic conferences to be. 
The next Congress is scheduled for 
Kyoto, Japan in 1992. Start now to make 
your plans to attend. 
Research in Social Policy: Critical, 
Historical and Contemporary Perspectives: 
The General Editor of this JAI Press An-
nual Series is soliciting papers and detail-
ed paper abstracts for Volumes III (1990) 
and IV (1991). 
This peer-reviewed annual which 
focuses more on theoretical than practical 
analyses, attempts to fill the gap in the 
social policy journal field by: a) encourag-
ing historical as well as contemporary cases 
of social policy developments and im-
plementation and b) stressing unconven-
tional interpretations of social policies 
(e.g., Marxism, phenomenology, and in-
ternal colonialism). It publishes papers on 
social policies as developed by elite inter-
national political bodies as well as those 
which explore the response of subjects of 
such policy-making. 
Papers should be no more than forty 
pages in length (Chicago Manual style) 
and paper abstracts should be at least four 
pages. Submission deadline is April 30, 
1989. Send papers and abstracts to: Pro-
fessor John H. Stanfield II, General 
Editor, Research in Social Policy, Sociology 
Department, The College of William and 
Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia 23185. 
Australian buses carried signs reminding people to file their tax returns early. 
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A.T. Craswell (University of Sydney) edited the Murray Wells (University of Sydney) was the 
Proceedings of the Congress. principal organizer of the Fifth World Congress. 
NOW AVAILABLE 
COLLECTED PAPERS OF THE FIFTH WORLD 
CONGRESS OF ACCOUNTING HISTORIANS 
Held at The University of Sydney, Australia 
21-24 August 1988. 
Includes keynote addresses by Tom Johnson, Kyojiro Someya, 
Alicja Jaruga, Guo Daoyang and Ray Chambers, and over thirty 
other papers (approx. 1,000pp.). 
Price: $70.00 (Australian) 
Order from: 
The Director 
Accounting and Finance Foundation 
University of Sydney H04 
AUSTRALIA 2006 
The Librarian 
Please order copies of the following: 
ISBN 0 908269 92 7 
Editor: A.T. Craswell 
Title: Collected Papers of the Fifth World Congress of Accounting Historians 
Date and Place of publication: 1988 Sydney, Australia 
Publisher: Accounting and Finance Foundation within The University of Sydney 
Price per copy: $70 
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